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that, while the narrower and lower nature cannot appreciate
the superior experience of the more capacious and higher,
the latter is familiar with the whole system, and can com-
pare all its parts : so that, as Aristotle said, c the good (and
complete) man is the judge and standard of all things3.'
The anticipation of J. S. Mill's well-known doctrine re-
specting the dimensions of pleasure2 is here very striking,
extending almost to the words of the exposition; though
Hutcheson follows out the principle more into detailed
classification than Mill. Lowest in the scale he places the
Appetites^ which require antecedent wants to make them
good for anything, and adventitious attractions, social,
aesthetic, and affectionate, to give them their true worth;
and which, in their proper place, are not only compatible
with virtuous life, but at their best in it. (2) The pleasures
of knowledge and taste, which he assigns to the next rank>
are more durable as well as higher; and so far as they are
sought in a direction and among objects readily accessible,
are a precious embellishment to life; but as they are apt
to run out into costly indulgence, they need a firm hand of
control. (3) A step higher brings us to the sympathetic
pleasures, of family, friendship, citizenship, humanity: these
it is that furnish us with the chief business of life, and the
occasions of deepest joy and sorrow; nor is their durability
measured even by that of their objects. Bordering upon
them are (4) the moral pleasures, from the consciousness
of good affections and actions; which carry, in their very
essence, a natural repose and harmony; and put forth
energies intrinsically healthy and without misgiving. Should
they even fail of their aim, they suffer from disappointment
less than the selfish desires; and their satisfactions, inherent
in the character, are beyond the power of fortune: in their
perfect form they culminate in religious joy. (5) Here we
might well suppose ourselves to be at rest upon the summit;
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